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Huge haul of betel leaf seized
IT News
Imphal, May 19:

 A large number of locals
including members of
Khongjom Circle Covid-19
Relief Committee and repre-
sentatives from 11 clubs of
Khongjom Circle today
stormed a brickfield and
seized a huge haul of betel
leaves estimated to be
about three truckloads
(about 180 baskets). A ve-
hicle with flagpost report-
edly belonging to the
brickfield owner has also
been seized. The incident
happened at a brick field of
Papal Mamang Leikai of
Thoubal District under
Khongjom police station
when locals and club mem-
bers who have been observ-
ing the activities inside the
brick field decided to check
out the warehouse. The
brick field is owned by one
Kangabam Jadumani of
Charangpat who is also the
Lok Janashakti Party (LJP)
Manipur State Dalit Presi-
dent. A TATA truck bearing

Registration no. UP20 AT-
2678 along with 5 non-locals
allegedly involved in the
transportation of the betel
leaves were also seized by
the locals. Police personnel
from Khongjom and
Thoubal rushed to the spot
while the locals were pre-
paring to burn the betel
leaves and confiscated the
vehicles. According to a lo-
cal Meirapaibi, the raid was

conducted spontaneously
while maintaining Covid-19
regulations, and also ex-
pressed suspicion that the
owner must have been car-
rying out various other ille-
gal activities, questioning
the presence of non locals
and the constant vehicular
activities to and from the
brick field while the public
is forced to stay indoors
and even had to defer go-

ing for treatment of mild
health problem fearing ac-
tion by the security forces
who are enforcing the
lockdown. Terming the
owner of the brick field as
more dangerous than the
Covid-19 virus, a local ex-
pressed trust in the state
government and believes
that those involved will be
punished under law to the
satisfaction of the public.

New Lockdown guide-
lines issued

5 arrested with wildlife meat and arms

No Covid test during discharge for
those with mild symptoms: BMC

Distribution of PDS rice for
the month of May continues

Imphal,  May 18,
2020(DIPR): To ensure
that the people of the
State are provided with
PDS items especially rice,
the State  Government
continues distribution of
r ice  a lloca ted for  the
month of May, 2020 in cer-
tain Assembly constituen-
cies (A/C) of the State. In
Thoubal District, 2,268.82
quintal of rice under NFSA
was distr ibuted to the
benefic ia rie s of
Khangabok A/C and
Lilong A/C today. Benefi-
ciaries of Khangabok A/C
were also distributed with
1,100 quintal of rice under
PMGKAY and 407.3 quin-
tal under OMSS. Apart
from this, 3.5 quintal of rice
under OMSS was distrib-
uted to NGOs in the Dis-
trict. Lifting of rice was
done in the District on
17th May, 2020 for Lilong
A/C (623.40 quintal under

NFSA) and Khangabok A/
C (1,100 quintal under
P M G K A Y ) .
Thangmeiband  A/C of
Imphal West District had
completely lifted its allo-
cated 1600.85 quintal rice
under under PMGKAY to-
day. 3,046.4 quintal of rice
under same scheme was
distributed to beneficia-
ries of Sekmai A/C and
Keishamthong A/C of the
District. Tamenglong A/C
reported lifting of 145
qu intal o f r ice under
OMSS and 477.40 quintal
under NFSA from FCI
Godown, Sangaiprou to-
day. There was lifting of
20.32 quintal of dal under
PMGKAY for Nungba A/
C of Noney District. In
Kakching District too,
1,744.46 quintal of rice un-
der PMGKAY and 702.67
quintal under OMSS was
lifted for its Wabagai A/C
today. Ukhrul A/C had

completely lifted its allo-
cated quantity of NFSA
rice with lifting of 1,169.25
quintal today. Lifting of
PDS dal was reported in
Imphal East District. 89.51
quintal and 20.47 quintal
both under PMGKAY was
lifted for Thongju A/C and
Yaiskul A/C respectively
today. Heingang A/C of
the District reported lift-
ing of 30.80 quintal of
OMSS dal and 85.57 quin-
tal under PMGKAY on
16th May, 2020. There was
lifting of 1,753.80 quintal
of rice under PMGKAY for
Thongju A/C on 17th May,
2020. The State Govern-
ment has been distributing
PDS items under NFSA,
PMGKAY and OMSS in all
the districts of Manipur to
ensure no one to suffer on
account of non-availability
of foodgrain during the
ongoing lockdown in the
State.

By Raju Vernekar
New Delhi, May 19:

The Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC)
has issued new testing pro-
tocol wherein patients who
have mild symptoms of
Covid-19 do not require test-
ing at the time of discharge
and the test will be manda-
tory only for the patients
who were critical. In case of
asymptomatic patients, the
laboratories have been di-
rected to test only those
identified by fever clinics or
outpatient sections of pri-
vate and government hos-
pitals, as per the circular is-
sued on 13 May by the
newly appointed Municipal
Commissioner Iqbal Singh
Chahal. The BMC has also
said that no emergency sur-
gery can be denied to pa-
tients by the doctors for

want of Covid-19 testing.
The BMC chief has also al-
lowed home testing only in
emergency cases. BMC, in
a circular, said that it is issu-
ing revised guidelines of test-
ing by superseding all earlier
circulars in light of the gov-
ernment of India and the state
government issuing their re-
vised discharge policy as per
the categorisation of pa-
tients. As per the circular,
“Testing of mild/very mild /
pre-symptomatic cases shall
not be required before the
discharge if there are no
symptoms seen on seventh,
eighth and ninth days con-
secutively. In case of moder-
ate symptomatic patients,
testing shall not be required
if the patient recovered clini-
cally. Testing is required once
before discharge in cases of
critical patients and immune-

compromised patients when
they have no symptoms for
three days.”

In the context of not de-
nying urgent surgeries, the
BMC circular has stated,
“Only if there is a strong sus-
picion of Covid-19 in per-
sons requiring elective sur-
gery or surgery which can
wait for 48 hours, a doctor
can ask for Covid-19 test. No
emergency surgeries should
be denied to the patient for
want of Covid-19 test.” BMC
has also asked laboratories
to not inform the patients
about test results without
informing the civic body.
The laboratories have been
asked to report all positive
cases immediately, within one
hour of results so that con-
tact-tracing may be initiated
at the earliest. For patients on
regular haemodialysis, BMC

has said that the test should
not be asked as a routine be-
fore every procedure (dialy-
sis). The standard operating
procedure (SOP) issued by
Chahal stated that only symp-
tomatic patients who are
tested have to be institution-
ally quarantined. Further, tests
for all symptomatic patients
can be done only if they have
been referred by a registered
medical practitioner. The cir-
cular mentions that preg-
nant women, even if as-
ymptomatic, should be
tested. “Asymptomatic
pregnant women should be
tested in the facilities where
they are expected to de-
liver.” The revised guide-
lines are expected to be
helpful since the resources
for testing and the infra-
structure required are lim-
ited.

IT News
Imphal, May 19:

The State Disaster
Management Authority or-
dered lockdown of the en-
tire state and notified new
guidelines today, the 19th of
May to be followed till 31th
May 2020 subject to the
observance of national di-
rectives for Covid-19 man-
agement and Standard Op-
erating Procedures (SOPs).
According to the latest
guidelines, movement of
any individuals outside

their respective residences
has been prohibited in the
whole area situated within
the revenue district of
Imphal until further orders
as a precautionary measure
to check further spread of
Covid-19. There will also be
total curfew in the Imphal
city and all other district
headquarters till 31st May
2020 and in other areas the
curfew shall be enforced
from 6pm to 6am except for
essential services and other
authorized persons.

IT News
Imphal, May 19:

Lamlai Police Station
under the supervision of
Inspector W. Devkumar
singh conducted a frisk-
ing and checking in front
of the  Lamlai PS  gate
along NH 202 to check
Covid-19 Lockdown cur-
few violators. The team
arrested five individuals
along with wild animal
meat and arms in the early
morning around 1.30 am
while on t ransit  f rom
churchandpur to Urkhul.
They a re  Ngamkho la l
Haokip 43 year  son of
Late Mangjathang haokip
of Shongphe l,  St
kamminlal vaiphei 39 year
son of lenkhohao vaiphei of

Twisomjang , Lekhothang
haokip 40 year son of
Thonglet Haokip of
Shongphel Urkhul District ,
Lekhothang Haokip 40 year
son of Late Ngamjatong

haokip of  Mullam village
Urkhul District  and
Hemkhothang Mate 29 year
son of Tongjang Mate of
Twisomjang Village Senapati
District.

Three migrant workers and a
driver died in a road accident
at Yavatmal in Maharashtra

By Raju Vernekar
Mumbai, May 19: Three mi-
grant workers and a driver of
the bus died on the spot and
16 others injured when a state
transport bus, carrying 32 mi-
grant workers, crashed into a
truck near Arni taluka in
Maharashtra’s Yavatmal dis-
trict early on Tuesday morn-
ing. The injured have been
shifted to a government-run
hospital in Yavatmal,  a police
official said. Yavatmal Super-
intendent of Police (SP) M
Rajkumar  said, “The incident
occurred early in the morning,
at Arni taluka. The bus
crashed into a truck from be-
hind while trying to overtake.
While 16 passengers have
been taken to a local govern-
ment hospital, first-aid was
given to 12 other passengers,
who sustained minor injuries.”
Ironically the bus was specifi-
cally organised by labourers
who were seen walking to-

wards their native place. The
labourers, belonging to
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, were walking
from Solapur to their respec-
tive native places when the
district authorities spotted
them and organised a bus to
ferry them to Maharashtra bor-
der, which is about 200
kilometres away from Yavatmal
district, the SP added. The bus
was travelling from Solapur
towards Jharkhand. This is the
latest in the series of accidents
involving migrants labourers
in the country as they are mak-
ing their way home amid the
lockdown clamped to reduce
the spread of the coronavirus
disease (Covid-19). Before
Tuesday’s accident, three mi-
grant labourers were killed and
more than 12 injured after a
vehicle carrying them over-
turned on a highway late on
Monday in Uttar Pradesh’s
Mahoba.

Face shield and
Masks donated

IT News
Imphal, May 19:

Today Yambem Enter-
prises propiter Yambem
Indibhusen donated face
shields and masks to the
Heingang AC community
quarantine centre  at
Sangai Higher Secondary
school .

Special train from Hyderabad arrives at jiribam;
Passengers boarded buses for their districts after screening
IT News
Imphal, May 19:

A Special train from
Hyde rab ad  fe r rying 

stranded Manipuris due
to  the  na t ionwide
lockdown, imposed to
contain Covid-19 pan-
demic arrived J ir ibam
Railway Stat ion today
few minutes before 10 in
the morning. All the re-
turnees will be housed at
Institutional or Commu-
nity quarantine centres
in their respective dis-
tricts.

All the buses left for
their respective destina-
tions in between 10.40
am and 12 noon. The first
bus with 8 passengers
for Ukhrul district left at
10.43 am. Three buses for
Chura cha nd pur  &
Pherzawl districts carry-
ing 48 passengers left at
10.45  am and another
th ree  bu se s  fo r
Tamenglong District with
53 passengers including
one baby left at 10.56 am.
One bus for Kangpokpi
district with 33 passen-
gers left at 11.18 am. 

One b us eac h fo r
Kakching district with 24
pa ss engers  a nd

Bishnupur district with
31 passengers and two
buses for Chandel and
Te ngnou pa l  d is t r ic ts
with 36 passengers left
simultaneously at 11.23
am. 

One bus for Thoubal
district with 22 passen-
gers left at 11.30 am. Two
buses for Senapati dis-
trict with 31 passengers
including one baby left
at 11.44 am. Three buses
fo r  Impha l Eas t  a nd
Kangjong districts with
61  pa sse nge rs  le f t  a t
11.54 am.

The returnees were
screened at the Jiribam
Railway Station and will
have to remain in isola-
tion at community quar-
ant ine  c entre s  fo r  14
days. Officials of Trans-
port Department are be-
ing stationed at Jiribam
Railway Station to facili-
tate the returnees. All the
passengers boarded the
buses after undergoing
ne cessa r y scre ening
process and other man-
datory procedures.

Lifting of free
foodgrain for

stranded migrants  
IT News
Imphal, May 19:

Under Atma Nirbhar
Bharat package, Government
of India has provided food
grains free of cost at the rate
of 5 Kg (rice or wheat) per per-
son and one kilogram Channa
per family per month for two
months i.e. May and June 2020
to mitigate their plight and to
ensure availability of food
grains to them during the
COVID-9 pandemic
lockdown. About 8 Crore mi-
grant labourers who are not
covered under National Food
Security Act or without a ra-
tion card in the State/UT in
which they are stranded at
present will be eligible. The
Government of India will bear
the entire cost of food grains,
cost of intra-state transporta-
tion, dealers’ margin, etc. 

Allocation has been made
taking 10% of the total num-
ber of beneficiaries covered
under NFSA in a particular
state/UT which is the maxi-
mum limit of allocation under
the scheme. Identification of
beneficiaries and distribution
of food grains to such benefi-
ciaries will be the responsibil-
ity of respective state/UT gov-
ernment. The state may dis-
tribute the food grains among
the stranded migrants as per
actual basis or the entire allo-
cated quantity, whichever is
lesser. 
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Preparing for the
long haul

The state government is handling the incoming natives who were
stranded at different places around the country quite remarkably
despite the initial apprehensions and uncertainties. For the last few
days, thousands of natives are being received by the state with respect
and care, and inspite of the few reported issues of hygiene in a few
designated quarantine centres, the overall performance is still laudable.
The number of Covid-19 positive cases in the state, contrary to initial
estimates, remains at a very manageable level as of now and hopefully
does not spike out of control. This is where the most precaution
needs to be taken, for if recent turn of events is any indications, the
initial positive response and developments as a result of the nationwide
lockdown imposed in an effort to curb the spread of the pandemic has
been laid to waste due to a lack of coordinated and prudent follow-up
plan. With more state natives coming back in the next few days, the
question of the level of preparedness and proactive action laid down
by the state government- if any, has gained momentum. There are
times when being good is just not good enough and nothing but
perfection matters, as in the case of sporting competitions of the
highest order like the Olympics. This present fight against Covid-19
virus is one such instance. The state government should take the
good and the bad and build an impenetrable defense without delay as
stopping the inflow of state natives can never be the final solution nor
a permanent plan. There were reports of people returning from other
states flaunting SOPs and endangering the local populace along the
way home. There had been instances when the state authority failing
to receive the returnees and directing them to quarantine centres as
per protocol resulting in confusion and much consternation. Such
incidents must not be allowed to repeat ever again.

All it takes is a single slip of concentration or oversight for all the
efforts and good works done so far to go down the drain. And in this
present situation, such a lapse would mean the threat to the lives of
uncountable people as the virus has proven to be adaptive, elusive
and asymptomatic in the majority of cases. For a state with limited
resources and challenging geo-political settings, this would mean a
threat to the very existence of the state as a whole. Another cause for
concern is the increasing sense of frustration and bureaucratic
intervention being increasingly felt by the doctors and other frontline
healthcare workers in the state, especially in rural and hilly areas. In a
bid to politicize and gain personal mileage, the elected representatives
often forcibly tag around the frontline medical workers along their
‘inspection tours’ overstretching the schedule of the already
overstretched staffs and thereby increasing the chance of burn-out
of these health workers as well as taking them away from their schedule.
The issue of limited PPEs and other equipment and instruments is
another sore point pointed out by a number of healthcare workers
posted especially in the interior parts of the state. the storm is just
beginning in the state, and the state authorities should coordinate
and make preparations so that everybody can feel safe and we can all
weather the storm for as long as it takes.

Open Letter to the CM of Manipur
Urgent and open appeal to de-notify and withdraw Chibu Stone Inscription and stop

constructing Chandrakirti Memorial Park at Chivu at the Indo-Myanmar border

Scientific courage to fight against COVID -19
By: Dr Mohd Mustaque Ahmed

The most taken care human part
by this time is our hands. It is advised
to frequently wash it.  We are not to
touch by our hands toour faces
including eyes, noses and mouths that
often. We areall habituated to be
touching our vital parts in the facial
area most often. Many of us habitually
prick our noses by using our fingers,
don’t blame this universal habit.
Although earlier miasma theory (bad
air theory) was disapproved, Florence
Nightingale (1820-1910) once
maintained neat & cleanliness and
sanitizer. COVID-19 pandemic around
this time, people have started accepting
the theory of cleanliness by using mask
and other accessories.

Practically I knew of a plant virus
TMV(Tobacco Mosaic Virus) during my
undergraduate classes. In the laboratory
we were supplied with this virus. After
the inoculation of this virus to a live plant
it started to wither within some minutes.
The result was so fast it was
unimaginable. That we studied of a plant
virus and the credit of discovering (1892)
this virus goes to Iwanowski aka D.
Ivanovsky(1864-1920).  Virus
(virulent=poison or agent that causes
infectious disease) is smaller than bacteria
and it lives as a parasite in the host living
organisms and it is an acellular in nature.
The reality is that virus does not survive
out of its host except culturing it in an
artificial nutrient medium.

After the discovery of Electron
Microscope (1931) by E.Ruska and
M.Knoll, it came to know the size and
structure of a virus. Virus has protein
coats and either DNA or RNA but not
both. Later Stanley deciphered more
about TMV & proteins and F.Bawden
& N.Pirie studied more about proteins
and DNA of a Virus.  We heard of the
deadliest viruses for e.g. Nipah virus,
SARS, Ebola, Hepatitis, Cholera,
Plague and HIV,all of which produces
killer diseases.Thus we recognize the
history of pandemic killing
humansacross countries in millions
associated with diseases. Historically,
other deadliest killer viral diseases
happened viz.Antonine Plague(165
AD),Plague of Justinian (541-524 AD),

Black death(1346-1353), Flu Pandemic
(1889-1890), 3rd Cholera
Pandemic(1852-1860),6th Cholera
Pandemic (1899-1923),  Flu Pandemic
(1910 to 1911), Flu Pandemic (1918),
Asian Flu (1956-1958), Flu Pandemic
(1968) and HIV( peak years 2005 to
2012). These took human lives in
millions. Seeing the data below human
deaths resulted most from Bubonic
plague (Small pox, Typhoid, Typhus)
and Flu(influenza virus) and HIV/AIDS.
There are complexities in the path of
therapeutic development that we
cannot cure HIV viruses till date.

Table 1: History of human deaths
by viral epidemic/pandemic condition

In ancient timethe humans were
so helpless that epidemic or pandemic
conditions brought ravaged of human
beings and the civilizations were
distorted. In 3000 BC in one of the
devastation in China the death bodies
were buried in mass graves or the
houses consisting of many deaths
were burnt down. One of its
archaeological signatures of a mass
grave consisting heaps of skeletons in
‘Hamin Mangha’ is still valid. It is said
that this place in China was not inhabited
again. Second thing, in the history the
bubonic plague(may be typhoid, small
pox and typhus) of Athens (541-524 AD)
could be remembered which killed one
by third (1 million) of its total population
(3 million). It was recorded to have
started south of Ethiopia. It left the
famous Spartan(Greece) civilization
stunned. Because it’s heroic army were
totally decimated.

In the history of development of
vaccine we cannot forget the
contributions of Edward Jenner (1749-

1823) and Louis Pasteur (1822-1895).
The first one produced vaccine (1796)
against cowpox and the second
person produced the vaccines against
cholera (1897) & anthrax vaccine of
humans (1904) respectively. Then there

came the invention of the vaccine
against bubonic plague by W.Haffkine
by the year 1897 during Bombay
plague.

Modern means like Next
generation sequencing(NGS) and
Metagenomic approaches(MGA)
have known viral novelties including
new virus like a COVID-19 or novel
Coronavirus or SARS CoV-2. But this
time the character of the virus is typical.
It can survive out of the host for some
hours to some days. Like some other
communicable diseases it belongs to
family. SARS (Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome) coronavirus
and MERS (Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome) are virus of the same family
of COVID-19 and the latter isdifficult
to deal with. COVID-19 infects
lungs,airways associated with high
fever, fatigueand dry cough.Symptoms
may be associated with sore throat,
chest congestion and runny nose also.
Structurally this has a typical spherical
shape and outward projections of
similar typewhich are different from
other viruses. It is believed that it might
have been originatedfrom a bat, swine
and pangolin, yet, it is to be confirmed.
Genetically the virus is very near to
these animals. How this has been

transmitted to humans is still a mystery.
But, the question remains whether it’s
a mutated form of SARS Corona virus
or novel one. However, it has been
recently recognized by scientist that
it’s a novel one.

Table 2: Present scenario of
humans affected by COVID-19

We are having reports that till date
there have been 12, 000 deaths, 1,90,000
still active  and 3 lakhsconfirmed cases
due to this virus worldwide(21/3/20,
Washington Post). It is retrieved from
the information that China way of
blocking the spread of this disease is
very determined and serious. Even
some states in China have not been
reached by this disease. The way it
spreads to other countries is very fast
and swift. It affected numerous
countries because the world is
becoming a global village. Surprisingly,
we could see more human deaths in
country like Italy.

Now the world will experience
economical slow-down as predicted.
Yes, there will be bad economical
experience everywhere which will be
borderless. There isan already political
blame gamewith there is a suspicion
theory that the virus has been created
by China. This theory believes that it
escaped from its testing laboratory and
blah blah. Whatever it may be the
human efforts are undergoing
worldwide to bring to a halt to further
spread of this virus. I believe this
scientific effort will bring positive result
and human beings will be blessed
again. The situation is not at all scary
that the affected persons have been
cured by using medicines like
Chloroquin, Lopinavir and Ritonavir.
Therefore, the effort will require a lot of
political courage, policies, awareness,
financial input, togetherness and
patience. In short, the world has to be
united to mitigate the problematic virus
for all time to come.

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor at Dept. of Botany, United
College, Lambung, Chandel)

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Hon’ble Biren Singhji:
Warmest greetings! Hope this

letter find you in the best of your
health.

We, the undersigned under the
rubric of Tribal Intellectual Forum,
Manipur, are deeply concerned and
disturbed over  the unusual
enthusiasm shown by you and
your government in the midst of
Covid19 outbreak to edify and use
the site of Chibu Stone Inscription
as a proxy to construct a Memorial
Park after  the name of the
controversial king, Chandrakirti
Singh at Chivu, near Behiang in the
Indo-Myanmar border. While we
appreciate and welcome your effort
to promote tourism and
development through Behiang in the
Indo-Myanmar border as a part of
India’s Act East Policy, your
calculated move to use Chandrakirti
Memorial Park as a mascot to
promote tourism and development
not only contradicts your
professed avowal on Chingmi-
tammi amatani (hill-valley people
are one) but may also endanger
inter-communal peace, harmony,
and the promotion of tourism and
development at large in Manipur.
In our considered opinion, which
is duly supported by dense colonial
historical records, your pet project
to promote Chandrakirti Memorial
Park around the pivotal site of
Chibu Stone Inscription, which is
protected under the Manipur
Ancient and Historical Monuments
and Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1976, stems from a

willful distortion and manipulation
of history. Unless you are really keen
and determined to perpetuate this
manipulated and distorted history as
a proxy to snatch away tribal land,
open up a deep historical wound and
willfully insult the dignity, self-
respect and pride of the tribal people,
we request you to immediately
abandon this project, de-notify and
withdraw the Chibu Stone
Inscription under the 1976 Act
mentioned above. Please allow us to
elaborate.

As you might be aware, the
Chibu Stone Inscription is founded
on a blatant lie at best and a
manipulated and distorted history at
worst precisely because it falsely
attributes the British’s military
victory over the Lushai chiefs during
the Lushai Expedition, 1871-72 as if
it was the victory of Chandrakirti
Singh, whose participation was only
as a ‘contingent force’ in  the
Expedition. The official signboard in
Chivu falsely claims that the stone
inscription erected in 1872 during the
reign of Chandrakir ti  Singh
commemorates his ‘victory over 112
rebel Lushai chiefs’.  In fact,
Government of Manipur (GoM)
used this spurious historical version
to prevail upon the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) to recognize
this and record the blatant lie that
the Chibu Stone Inscription ‘records
the victory of king Chandrakirti over
the rebel chiefs of Lushai in AD
1872’. ASI further registers that ‘it
refers to the subjugation of 112
villages and capturing of 4 Lushai
chiefs in the course of an expedition

led by Souwaijamcha Balaram Singh
Major and Kangabam Cha Thangal
Major  assisted by one British
officer’. This blatant lie and
manipulated historical version is
recorded in pp.120-21 of the book,
Indian Archaeology 1987-89: A
Review authored by M.C. Joshi, the
then Director General of ASI and
published by ASI in 1993.

To be sure, the British’s military
expedition, famously known as the
Lushai Expedition, 1871-72 is very
well documented in the colonial
writings of Alexander Mackenzie,
The North East Frontier,  R.G.
Woodthorpe, The Lushai Expedition,
and Carey and Tuck, The Chin Hills,
vol.1. There are also solid archival
sources on this historical event which
showed that the Manipur
contingent, drafted by the then
officiating Political Agent of
Manipur,  Major  General W.F.
Nuthall under instruction from and
command of Brigadier General G.
Bourchier, the commanding officer
of the Cachar column, had never
directly participated nor entered into
the Lushai Hills during the Lushai
Expedition. Major General W.F.
Nuthall had, in his report on the
Lushai Expedition to C.U. Aitchison,
the then Secretary to the
Government of India, Foreign
Department dated 12 April 1872,
underscored Bourchier’s instruction
that the main task of the Manipur
contingent was merely to ‘watch’ and
‘restrain’ the “eastern Kamhow’s
tribes” from joining the ‘Lushai chiefs’.
Although this contingent was instructed
by Brigadier General Bourchier to
headquarter themselves at Moirang and
not to move beyond Tsek-la-pi (near
Moirang), the headquarters of the
southern frontier posts of Manipur, in
breach of this instruction they marched
far beyond this to encamp themselves
at Chivu located in what has now
become the Indo-Myanmar border.
When the British completed their

military expedition in early March 1872,
the Manipur contingent was asked to
return to their base in Imphal. On
March 7, 1872 when the Manipur
contingent was about to return, one of
the important chiefs of the tribal people,
Goukhothang, and his men happened
to pass through this camp whence upon
Balaram and Thangal, the two majors
commanding the Manipur contingent,
‘treacherously seized’—to borrow
Bourchier’s words—Goukhothang and
his men. Goukhothang subsequently
died in jail in 1873.

The construction of
Chandrakirti Memorial Park at the
site of Chibu Stone Inscription
therefore evokes this wounded
historical past as the tribal people
continue to see blood in the hand/
name of Chandrakirti Singh.

Instead of being sensitive to this
wounded historical past, and the fact
that the Chibu Stone Inscription was
based on willful manipulation and
distortion of history, GoM had
invoked ‘public interest’ to acquire
607.50 sq. metres of land in Chivu
way back in 1989 and protected this
site by invoking the Manipur Ancient
and Historical Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains
Act, 1976 in 1993. Acquisition of
tribal land through deceit, willful
manipulation and distorted history
is patently illegal and must be
revoked immediately. Needless to
say, the land acquired by GoM on
the above grounds must be restored
to the rightful owner immediately and
your government should immediately
abandon Chandrakirti Memorial
Park and initiate legal process for the
denotification of Chibu Stone
Inscription.

We have observed with deep
concern and anguish your unusual
haste to complete and inaugurate the
Chandrakirti Memorial Park in the
peak of the Covid19 outbreak and
national lockdown declared by our
Prime Minister Narendra Modi by

sending three high ranking state
officials including two local officers
from Churachandpur district on 19
April 2020 to inspect the
construction site at Chivu. We
understand that Manipur needs to
promote tourism and development
by taking full advantage of the
opportunities being offered by
India’s Act East Policy. However,
you and your government should
not, and must not, do this on the
foundation of willful manipulation
and distortion of history and unless
you deliberately want to hurt the
sentiments, self-respect and dignity
of the local tribal people.  Any
misadventure to insistently promote
Chandrakirti Memorial Park around
the centerpiece of Chibu Stone
Inscription would be seen as an open
and willful attempt to affront the
self-respect, dignity and pride of the
local tribal people in the Indo-
Myanmar borderland.

We fervently hope and pray that
you reaffirm and walk the talk of
your avowed commitment to
chingmi-tammi amatani  by
immediately abandoning the
Chandrakirti Memorial Park, de-
notify and withdraw the Chibu Stone
Inscription. As insights from
historical experiences unambiguously
present before us,  durable
development and progress in deeply
divided societies like Manipur or
elsewhere in the world can only be
built upon the foundation of inter-
communal peace, harmony, and
mutual trust and respect. We hope
that you will weigh your choices very
carefully so that poster ity may
remember you favorably as one of
the constructive agents who not
only bridges hills-valley divide in
Manipur but also fosters
development and progress.

Yours sincerely,
Prof. Jangkhongam Doungel
Mizoram  University, Aizawl
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